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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT O F  LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE 
ISSUED TO: 

JOSEPH TRAVERSO, M . D .  
LICENSE NO. MA-41157 

TO P M C T I C E  MEDICINE AND SURGERY : 
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

Administrative Action 

ORDER FOR TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSIOJI OF LICENSE 

This matter having been opened to the New Je r sey  S t a t e  Board 

of Medical Examiners ("Board") on the Attorney General's 

investigation of c e r t a i n  conduct  by Joseph Traverso, M . D . ,  d u r i n g  

h i s  practice of psychiatry anc! his providing medical treatment to 

a female patient and  said investigation disclosing, among other 

t h i n g s ,  that Dr. Traverso, during therapy sessions, permitted said 

female p a t i e n t  to disrobe t o  the point of nudity and  to masturbate 

in front of him and it further appearing that Dr. Traverso h e r e b y  

waives a n y  right to a formal hearing in the m a t t e r  and c o n s e n t s  to 

t h e  e n t r y  hereof  and f o r  good cause shown: 



IT IS ON THIS 8th day of April, 2003, 

ORDERED AND AGREED: 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

Pending further order of the Board, t h e  license to 

practice medicine and  surgery issued to J o s e p h  Traverso, 

M . D . ,  shall be and hereby is temporarily suspended 

effective thirty ( 3 0 )  days following entry of t h i s  Order. 

Joseph Traverso,  M . D .  shall comply with t h e  Board's 

directives on p r a c t i c e  termination, a copy of which is 

attached hereto and made a part h e r e o f .  

Nothing herein contained shall be c o n s t r u e d  to limit the 

exercise of a n y  a u t h o r i t y  conferred by l aw upon the Board 

or the Attorney General. 

The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  a n d  t h e  Board by their d u l y  

authorized representative shall be permitted to make 

available to t h e  Prosecutor of Bergen County a n y  a n d  all 

investigative documents or information acquired or 

prepared in the investigation of  this matter. 

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD 
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

William V .  Hasrer, M . D . ,  B,L. D. 
P r e s i d e n t  
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I have read and  I understand 
t h e  terms and  conditions of 
t h i s  Order. I agree to be 
bound by  them, and  I hereby 
give my consent to the Board 
to enter this Order. 

h \ 
Consented as  to form. 

Michael Critchley, Esq. 
Attorney f o r  Joseph Traverso, 

Consen ted  as  to form and e n t r y .  

DAVID SAFSON 
ATTORNYY GENERAL O F  NEW JERSEY 
Attorney for N e w  Jersey S t a t e  
Board of Medical Examiners 



DlRECTlVES APPLICABLE TU ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSEE 
WHO IS DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SURRENDER O f  LICENSURE 
- 8AS BEEN ACCEPTED 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10,2000 

All licensees who are t he  subject of a disciotinary order of the Board are required to 
provide the infarnation required on the Addendum to these Directives. The informatior, 
provided will be maintained semratgly and will not be part of the oublic documen: fileo with 
the Board. Failure tu provide t h e  information required n a y  resutt in further disciplinary 
action fo: failing to coopsrate with t h e  Board, as required by N.J.A.C. 13:45C-7 et sec. 
Paragraphs 1 through 4 below shall apply when a license is suspended or revokea or 
parmanently summered, with cr without prejudice. Paragraph 5 aDDlres lo licensees wna 
are tne suqea a an order wnich, wnle permitting continued practm, contains a prabttion 
QT monitoring requirement. 

f . Document Return and Agency Notification 

The licensee shall nromptty forward to the  Board office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East 
Front Street, 2nd floor. fsentor,, New Jersey 0862501 83, the arigrnal license, currmt 
biennial registratlor, and, i: aaalfcable, t h e  original COS regkitsation. In addition, if the 
licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (PEA) registration, he or she shall promptly 
advise the DEA of tne liccnsure x t i o n .  (With respect to suspensions of a finite term, at 
t he  conclusion of the term. the licensee may contact the BGard office for the return ot the 
documents previously surendered to the  Board. In addition, at t he  conclusion of the tern, 
t he  lrcensee should contac! the DEA to advise of :he resurnDtion of practice and t~ 
ascertain the irnnac: of that change upon hrslher DEA registration.) 

2. Practice Cessation 

The licensee shall cease and des!st from engaging in the practice of medicine ir! this State. 
This prohibition mi only Lars a Iice?isee ?:om rendering professronal services. bu! also 
from providing an anknion as ic c-ofessional crast!ce or its a7ptica:ion. or reDreser;tinS 
hirnlherself as being eIigible to Dractice. (Al:hcug.rl the kensee need not affrrmatrveiy 
advise patients or others 0' the rwrJcaftor,, s~spension or surrender. :he licensee nrust 
truthfully disctose hir;/hsr l icemure status in resmnse 73 inquiry.) The disctplined licensee 
ts atm prohibited f:om o c c u ~ y i r ; ~  snanns or us:ng office wace in wh im another Itcensee 
provides health care services. The drsciplrned licensee may contract for, accept payment 
from another licensee for or r m :  a: far market value office Dremises andior equpment.  
tn no Case m a y  the discidined licensee au:horize. allow or condone the use Of hislher 
provider number by any  health care practice or any other licensee or health care provider. 
(In situations where t7e licensee has been susaendec for less than one year, t h e  lrcensee 
may accept paymen! from another professional who is using h!s/her office dQring the 
period that Me licensee IS suspended, for the payment of salaries for o f k e  staff ernployea 
at the time of the Board action.) 



c 

A licensee whose license has bsen revokeci, suspended for one (1) year or more or 
permanently surrendered must ramove signs and take affirnztive action to s t o ~  
advertisemeRtS by which hislher eligibility to practice is represented. The licensee must 
also take steps to remove hidher name from protsssional listings, telephone drectorles, 
professional stationery, or billings. If the licensee's name is utilized in a group prz.ctice 
title, it shall be deleted. Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed, 
A destruction report form obtained from the Office of b u g  Control (973-504-6558) must 
be filed. i f  no other licensee is prowding Services at the location, all medications must be 
rernovgd and rsturned to the manufacturer, if possible, destroysd or safeguarded, (In 
situations where a license has been suspended for less than one year, prescriptran pads 
and medications need not bt destroyed but must be secured in a lucked place for 
safekeeping .} 

3. Practice Income PrbhibitionslDjvestfture of Equity lnterest in Professional 
Senrice Corporations and Limited Liablllty Companies 

A licensee shall not charge, receiw ar share in a n y  fee for professional services rendered 
by himlberself or otners while barred from engzgtng in t he  professional practice. The 
licensee may be commnsared far the reasonable value of services lawfully rendered and 
disbursements incurred on a narienf's behalf prior to the effective date of the  Board action. - 

A licensee who is E sharehotde: in a professional service corporation organized to engage 
in the professional prastice, whose license IS revoked, surrendered or s u s m n d e d  far a 
t e rn  of one {l) year 0: more s~atl  be deemed to be  disqualified from ZSte practice within :he 
meaning of the  Professional Service Cormration Act. (N.J.S.A. 74A:1:7-11). A disqualified 
Eicensee shall dives? him/hersetf of all financial rnteres: ~n the  professional service 
corporation pursuant to N.J.S.A. IdA:77-13(c). A licensee who is a member of a limited 
liability company oraanizea pursuant to N.J!,S.A. 42:l-44, shall dIv~st  hinlherself of all 
financkt interest Suc9 divss:r:ure shall occur witbin 90 days following the  the  envy of the 
Oraer renderrng the iicensee drsqualified to lcanicrpate in the applicable form of ownership. 
UOOE divestiture, 2 licer!see shall forward to :he Soard a copy of docgmeniation fonvarded 
To the Secretav of State. Corr;ne:ciat Reportins D I V I S ~ ~ ,  oemonstra:mg that the interest 
h a s  been termina?pd. I f  !ne licensee is the SOE snaiehelde: in a professiofiaf service 
cecporatbn, the C O ~ ~ O T ~ ~ I W  must b i  c:ssoivec! within 90 days af  :ne licensee's 
disqualification. 

4. Medical Records 

If, es a result of :he Board's action, a 3rzctice is closed or transferred to another tocation, 
t he  licensee shall ensure ma: curing, tne three (3 )  month period following the effective date 
of the disciplinary oroe!. a messaze wili be PehereC to Gatients calling the former office 
premises, advising where reccrds may D e  oblained. The message should intorn patients 
of the names and telephone numbers of tne licensee (or his lher  attorney) assuming 
custody of t h e  recoras. The same informatron shall also be disseminated by means of a 
notice to be plzblisned a: leas: once per month for three (3) mon2hs in a newspaoer of 



'general circulation in the geographic vicinity in which the practice was conducted. A: the 
end of the three month period, the  ticensee shall file with the Board the name anc 
telephone numhs r  3f the contact person who will have access to medical recards of forme: 
patients. Any change in tha: individual or hidher  telephone number shall be promotly 
reported to the Board. When a patient Or h i d h e r  representative requests a copy d hidher  
medical record 0: asks that reCQrd be forwarded to anclher health care provider, the 
licensee shall promptly provide the  record without charge ta the patient. 

5. ProbaZiQn/Monitoring ConditlonS 

With respect t o  any licensee who is the subject of any Order imposing a probation or 
monitoring requirement 3r a stay of an active suspension, -FR whale or in part, which is 
conditioned w o n  comoliance with a probation or monitoring requirement, the lieensee 
mai l  fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, inctuding the 
Enforcement Bureau of tne Djvrsian of Consumer Aeairs, in ongoing monitoring of the 
licensee's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expense of tne disciplined 
practitioner 

(a) Monitorme w of practicg conditions n a y  include. but is not limited to, inspection 
of the professional premises and  equrpment, and InS~ectior; and c o ~ y i n g  of patient records 
(confidentiality of Datient identjty shall be protected by the Board) to verrfy complrance with 
tfie Board Order ar,d accepted standards of prac?ice. 

. 

(b) Monitoring a! stztue conditions for an Imparrer? practitioner may include, but 
is not limited to, practrtioner cooperation in providing releases prrmr9tjns unrestricted 
access to records and other information to the W e n t  Wrmiited by law from any treatment 
facility, other treattns prac:rtioner, suaport group or other jndividual/faciIity involved in the 
education, treatment, monitoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a 
rehabilitation program for imoaired practitioners If bodily substance rnmitorrng has been 
ordered, t h e  prani:ioner mall fully comerate ~y responcling to a demand for Qrezth, blood, 
urine or other sanple ;n a ?rmely man7er anc Providing the dwgnated sample 



Pursuant to N-J-S A. 52:143-3(3), all orders of the New Jersey stab? Board of Medical ExamlnerE are 
available for public inspection. Should any inquiry be made cancemlng the statu5 of a licensee, the 
inquirer will be informed of the existence of the Order and a copy will be provided if request&. All 
evidentlary hearings, proceedings OR m l h n S  or other 3ppIicafroRs whlch are conducted as publ~c 
hearings and Ha record, rnctuding the transcnpl and documents marked I R  evidence, are available for 
public inspection, upon request. 

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.6, !he Board IS obligated 10 repor: to the National Practitioners Data 
Bank any action rolating to a physrclan whch is based on reasons tela:ing tc Profeswonal comeetence 
or professional conduct 

(1 1 
(2) 
(3) 

Which revokes or susnends (or oth4WIse regriets) a license 
wtllcn censures, reprrmands or pla~es on probation, 
Under which a license is surrendsred. 

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61,7, the Soarrj IS obligated to report ta the HeaRhcaE InfagiIt): and  
?rotection (HIF) Data Bank, any forma: or official actions, such &s revocafim or suspension of e 
Itcense(and :?,e length of a n y  sum suspension), reprimand. censure or prmatlon or any other loss c i  
license arthe nght to apDly !or, or renew. a Jtcmse d the provider, suppiiei, or practitioner, whether by 
operatior; o! law, voluntary summe*, non-renewabilrty, or otherwise, or any  other negative action or 
finding by such Federal or State agency that is publicly available infamatian. 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A 459-1  9.13, if the b a r b  refuses to U S u e  susoends, revokes or othewse places 
GQnd!tlQnS on a license ar permit, it is obligated to  notify each licensed health tare facrtity and health 
maintenance organization with which a licensee :s affiliated and every other board ltcensee in this state 
with whom he or she is directly associated rn prtvate medlcal practrce. 

In accardarrce with a: agreement wrth the federation of State Meorcal Bcards of tne Uniter! States, a 
list of all disciplinq oraers are provided !o fnat crqanlzatlon on a montnty k s r s .  

Within the month foHowmg envy of ar order, a sunnarj  of the craw will appear on the ~ubl ic  agenda 
fcr the next monthly Boar3 mes?rng and IS f o r w a r 3 4  :o those members offhe PUDIIC recuestins a copy. 
In addition, the sane summa? wtil acnea' lr; Vie minutes of that Board meetrng, which are also made 
available to those r e a u e ~ : ~ n ~  a copy. 

Within the month followlns entry ot zr order, t summary of the order will aaDear IR a Monthty 
Disci~ltnary Action Listrng whrcP, is m d e  amiable ID those memers of the p&lc requesting a copy 

On a periodtc bzsis tne Boaro disseminate5 to ttS dcensees a newstmer whch includes a brief 
desenpnon of all of ?ne orasrs entered by :he Boa:?. 

From time to time. the Press Offlce of t h e  Dlvislon of Cocsuner AEairs nay I s w e  releases mchucing 
the s u m m a m s  ot the comen! of z;Slrc omers. 

Nothing heram is intenued rn a n y  way to lrmlt the Scare, the Dlvlslan or the Anomer General from 

- -  

dkGlo$in~ any pUblIC dOCunen!. 



ADDENDUM 

Any licensee who IS the subject Of an order 0: the Beard susoending, revoking Q r  othenulse 
conditioning the license, shalt provide the following information at the time that the ordgr 
is signed, i f it is entered by consen!, m immediately after service of a fully execmd o ras  
entersd afier a hearing. The information required here is necessary for the Board to fulfil! 
cts reporting obligations: 

Social Security Number': 
- 

List the Name and Address of any  and all Health Care Facilities with which you are 
aff itlared: 

tis: the Names and Address of any and all Health Maintenance Organizations with wnich 
you are affiliated: 

Provrde the names and &dresses of every OerSOn wit9 whom you are asseciated in your 
professional oractice: (Yui  may attach a blank S ~ P :  of sta?imesy bfaring this 
r n f n rm at i on ) . 

Pursuant to 45 CFft-Su~title A Section 61.7 and 45 CFFl Subtitle A 
Section 60.8, the Board Is required to obtzin your Sacra! Security Number andlor 
federal taxpayer iaentification number in order to dtscharge its responsisility to repor; 
adverse actions to tne National Practitioner Data Bank and the HIP Oaia Bank. 
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